
Cell Notes – 1st February 2015 
Ice Breaker 

For you, is the wintery weather a beautiful transformation of the 
landscape or a dreary time of dark and cold – or something else? 

 
Theme:  Simeon 

 
Reading: Luke 2:21 – 35.   

 
Sermon Outline 

“It depends on how you look at it.” 

• What did Simeon see – a baby or salvation? 

• What do you see when you think about Jesus – a good teacher or 
salvation? 

• Simeon: “My eyes have seen your salvation.”  But also Jesus to 
Thomas (John 20:29): “Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.”  We have believed without seeing. 

• Hebrews 11:1 “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see.”  We can’t see the wind, but see 
what it does.  Similarly with God. 

• Being a Christian is having a friendship with the Jesus we cannot 
see. 

• When we worship, Jesus is here.  Also when we pray, or join in 
Communion. 

• This Time Tomorrow – Jesus will be with you.  (“I am with you 
always.”) 

• Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:18 “We fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal.” 

 
Questions of Application 

Being a Christian is essentially a friendship with someone we do not 
see. 

1) How do we keep in balance the two aspects of this, i.e. “friendship” 
and “Jesus is not just a ‘mate’”? 

2) What are the implications of “a friendship with someone we do not 
see”: 

a. in private prayer; 

b. in worship with others; 

c. in daily life on the frontline? 

3) How can we do more to concentrate on the eternal, rather than the 
seen? 


