
Cell Notes 4th December 2011 
Ice Breaker 

Have you had a recent surprise, pleasant or otherwise? 

 

Theme 

Advent – Surprises 

Reading: Mark 1:1-8  John the Baptist 

 

Sermon Outline 

1) Surprises can be pleasant (children’s music exam results) or 
unpleasant (friend who heard her children were involved in a car 
accident). 

2) Advent – looking forward to the coming of a King, who came first 
of all in an ordinary way, but will also come in a very different way. 

3) Verse 1: “The beginning of the good news of the coming of Jesus 
Christ, the son of God.” – a contrast with Mark’s general theme of 
secrecy, of hiddenness of the significance of Jesus Christ. 

4) The best news you are ever going to hear – God has made himself 
known, in the person of Jesus.  The biggest surprise of all – we can 
know God because of the life, death & resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

5) Iranian asylum seeker: Martyn had to give evidence for his faith.  
What evidence do we have for our belief and faith? 

6) Jesus’ second coming as King: e.g. Peter’s second letter says he will 
come like a thief in the night – a complete surprise.  Jesus says 
people will be going about there everyday lives when suddenly the 
day will come.  There will be no further signs.  We have been told 
all that we need to be told to be ready. 

7) John came baptising for repentance, for the forgiveness of sins.  
About turn!  Not only individual, but also corporate or national. 

8) The Occupy Sheffield movement, following on from the group 
outside St Paul’s, with the message – there is something wrong with 
our society with its injustice.  Uncomfortable for the Church – how 
should it respond? 

9) Peter calls us to live lives of holiness and godliness as we await his 
second coming. To live radically differently: “What would Jesus 
do?” 

 

 

Questions of Application 

1) What evidence is there for our belief and faith in Jesus Christ?  
What does it mean to say we are his followers? 

2) What would it mean for us as a nation to repent and turn around?  
What would it mean for us as a church? 

3) Is our approach to money, the vulnerable, the underprivileged 
radically different from that of society around us (as Jesus’ was)? 

4) Are we prepared for Jesus’ second coming? 


