
Cell Notes – 6th July 2014 
Ice Breaker 

Do you enjoy gardening?  Are you green-fingered? 

 
Theme:  The parable of the sower 

 
Reading: Luke 8:1 – 15. 

 
Sermon Outline 

(You might like to read the passage in The Message, if you have a 
copy.) 

This is a very familiar story, but contains some important truths. 

Context:  Jesus is well on with his teaching, gathering many followers 
and word was spreading about him.  He was attracting support, and 
spreading God’s word to large numbers of people. 

There were four places where the seed fell. 

1. Road.  Seed was walked on; birds had a feast.  A waste.  (Steve’s 
lawn and the pigeons!) 
The seed represents people.  These are those who allow the message 
to be crushed, who do nothing with it. 

2. Gravel.  The message is received with enthusiasm, but the 
enthusiasm doesn’t go deep.  It’s a fad.  “Something which becomes 
very popular in a short time, and is then forgotten equally quickly.”  
Belief can be trendy, help us fit in, or it can simply be a life-jacket. 

3. Weeds.  Seed is crowded out, so nothing comes of it.  Message is 
crowded out by worries about tomorrow, making money.  We’re all 
very busy, like to live comfortably, not enough hours in the week – 
no time for God.  A matter of priority, and definition of success.  
We all get pressured and tempted, but Jesus knows and forgives us. 

4. Good earth.  People who hold onto God’s word, and yield a 
harvest.  Where Steve’s lawn was cared for – ground prepared, 
grass fed – it flourished. 
“Harvest” is grasping the enormity of God’s love for us, and His 
plan of salvation for us. 

• As you water the pot & seed you received this morning, think about 
God’s word to you, and whether you are on gravel, among weeds or 
in good earth. 

 
Questions of Application 

1) What sort of seed are you?  On gravel, among weeds, or in good 
earth? 

2) Do we sometimes miss out on the life-changing message Jesus 
brought? 

3) “How long will it be before we let the things we strive after and the 
world around us choke out what we say and sing and mean this 
Sunday?” 

4) How can we help the growth of God’s word in our lives? 


