
Cell Notes – 9th September 2012 
Ice Breaker 
Are you more likely to act without thinking or think without acting? 

 

Theme 
People of the Way 

Reading: James 2:1-17. 

 

Sermon Outline 

• David Schofield, preaching, doesn’t always “get” what Christian 
religion is all about!  It is not about forcing oneself to agree with 
strange stuff to get in the club – James refutes that. 

• Martin Luther did not like the book of James!  It did not fit with 
“salvation by faith alone, not by works”. 

• Salvation by works is a bad concept – trying to earn love does not 
liberate us, it robs us of grace. 

• Now, “belief” is something we choose to think, even if we are not 
sure it’s true.  Previously believing was beloving.  The goodness of 
God is for those who love Him (v. 5). 

• The royal law – love God with all your heart, soul, strength and 
mind, and love your neighbour as yourself.  Different from 
assenting to a set of truths – which changes a person more? 

• Early Christians called themselves “People of the Way”, following 
Jesus’ way of life (not “possessors of the truth”), being apprentices 
of Jesus. 

• How do we follow the Way?  Lots of insights in James.  Avoid 
favouritism, especially towards rich over poor. 

• You don’t think your way into a new way of living, you live your 
way into a new way of thinking (Henry Newman). 

• Favouritism to rich rather than poor is completely against the 
example of Jesus. 

• Society, and we, are measured by how we treat the most vulnerable. 

• We are cash-rich and time-poor.  It is easier to sign a petition or 
complete a direct debit, but this misses out on smiling and crying 
with each other. 

• Mercy triumphs over judgment, God loves us unconditionally.  
Enjoy being loved, and love back.  The law of love transforms us 
and enables us to transform the world. 

• Re-telling of the parable of the good Samaritan – listen to the 
recording on the web page or on CD! 

 

Questions of Application 
1) Do you show favouritism to some groups compared with others? 

2) Who are the “rich” in our churches and communities, and who the 
“poor”?  How do we avoid favouritism there? 

3) Are you an apprentice of Jesus?  In what way? 

4) Do you find it easier to give money rather than to get involved with 
needy individuals? 

5) Does the knowledge of God’s love for you transform the way you 
treat others? 

 


