
CELL NOTES 13/6/11     
 

ICE BREAKER     
 
What was your childhood experience of swimming? How much of a swimmer are you 
these days?   
 

THEME    
 
The Holy Spirit 
Reading; Acts 2 : 1 - 21   
 

SERMON OUTLINE   
 
1) The significance of Whitsun/Pentecost. 

2) Jesus came to baptise with The Holy Spirit – something referred to in all 4 Gospels 

3) As the Feast of Pentecost approached, the disciples were doing what Jesus had told 
them to – waiting for the gift of the Holy Spirit (See Acts 1: 4 & 2 : 1). 

4) “Baptise” means to completely overwhelm or impregnate. 

5) We may be aware of the gap between what we read of in the New Testament, and our 
current experience. This can be exaggerated in our minds, but also challenges us to be 
available to The Holy Spirit, and less reliant on our human resources. 

6) It is the activity of the Hoy Spirit that makes God’s presence real and alive today, and 
makes faith not a set of ideas, but an encounter with God that changes lives. 

7)  The necessity of the work of The Spirit is underlined on 2 other occasions ( Acts 8 : 14-
17 & 19 : 1-7) , and in peoples’ lives – even Jesus ( See Acts 11 : 22-24 & Luke 10 : 21) 

8) As Peter makes clear in his sermon in the reading, the gift of The Holy Spirit was 
planned and prophesied beforehand, and is to be received by all – not just a spiritual elite. 

9) The filling, or baptism, of The Spirit is not to be a one off experience, but something that 
needs renewal often. Eph 5; 18 properly reads “Go on being filled with the Spirit” We leak! 
 

QUESTIONS OF APPLICATION   
 
1) How did The Lord meet with you, or speak to you on Sunday? 

2) How do you feel about the suggestion that we are apt to be too reliant on our own 
resources, rather than the Holy Spirit? In practice, what is the difference? 

3) Is there a gap between the New Testament and your experience?  If so, how do you 
feel about that? 

4)  The New Testament makes it clear that The Holy Spirit is “He” (e.g. John 16 ; 7-8), and 
yet folk are apt to refer to “It”. Why might this be so? 

5)  Many received ministry with the laying on of hands on Sunday. This can be offered in 
the group too, whether or not folk were present on Sunday. 


