
Cell Notes – 18th January 2015 
Ice Breaker 

Have you ever been a member of, or closely involved with, a church 
other than the Church of England? 

 
Themes:  Being different yet being together 

 
Reading: John 1:43 – 51.  The call of Nathanael. 

 
Sermon Outline 

This is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  Merry Evans, our 
preacher, is a Methodist Deacon from Dore. 

The reading records an incident before Jesus had chosen his 12 
disciples.  (There is a total of 14 names in the gospels; Nathanael may 
be the same person as Bartholomew.) 

• All sorts of people were chosen as disciples.  Philip was from 
Bethsaida, like Andrew and Peter, and knew Nathanael.  Maybe 
all 4 were from the same town.  We are from Totley, Dore, S17 – 
how well do we know each other? 

• “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  Imagine someone 
from Sheffield speaking of Barnsley!  People think better of their 
own, rather than those a bit different.  How do we respond to 
Methodists? 

• This is the start of our week of prayer together.  Even if many 
are at work and can’t take part, the churches are praying 
together.  It is natural now. 

• Philip’s response “Come and see.”  Try it!  Good things have 
come out of working and praying together: joint messages at 
Christmas, Good Friday witness, coming together to organise 

youth work (Soul Roots etc.).  Would these have happened 
without praying together first? 

• The Spirit is moving us towards work with the elderly – a 
befriending group etc. 

• What will being together as local and national churches look like 
in the future?  Difficulties over finance and ministry are causing 
restructuring in all denominations.  Methodist circuits are 
merging, URC and RC churches closing. 

• Can anything good come out of Methodists, Roman Catholics, 
…?  Come and see!  How can we cooperate practically for the 
benefit of the community?  Methodists are hosting Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau surgeries (addressing housing & employment 
issues); Transport 17 needs support, there could be wider 
involvement in Journey to Bethlehem. 

• Don’t be constrained by the familiar.  Let us do the work of 
Christ together! 

 
Questions of Application 

1) How do you react to those you don’t know who are different from 
you? 

2) If you have experience of praying with members of other churches, 
has this aspect added anything? 

3) How do you react to being forced to share ministry, support etc. 
with other local churches (such as Christ Church Dore)? 

4) What practically can we do (individually and jointly) in 
collaboration with other local Christians for the benefit of the 
community around us? 


