
Cell Notes 23rd October 2011 
Ice Breaker 

What type of books – secular or spiritual – do you regularly read? 

 

Theme 

The work of the Gideons 

Reading: Isaiah 55 

 

Sermon Outline 

Brian Ridgeway talked to us of the work Gideons are doing in Sheffield 
and throughout the world. 

1) Gideons are like the sower in Jesus’ parable, broadcasting seed 
widely.  (The seed is the Word of God.) 

2) The Bible is the missionary; they are just the carriers. 

3) The testimonies of people comforted or encouraged through reading 
Gideon Bibles, in hospitals, and in hotels when depressed or 
suicidal. 

4) The ministry is growing throughout the world.  Fifteen years ago, 
one Bible was given away per heartbeat, now it is two every 
heartbeat!  God is on the move! 

5) New areas of work locally include 40 Bibles for abused and 
trafficked women at the City Heart refuge, 100 Bibles for inmates 
of Newhall Prison Doncaster and 600 camouflaged New Testaments 
& Psalms for medical & nursing corps of the Territorial Army about 
to depart for Afghanistan. 

6) Example of the impact of Gideon Testaments: a young soldier 
seriously injured in the Korean War read a Bible in hospital, and is 
now senior pastor of the largest church in the World (in Seoul).  He 
now says on waking: “Good morning, Lord.  What can we do 
together today?” 

7) People often receive the testament “just at the right time”. 

8) Sheffield, the UK, Europe are beginning to forget about God.  Pray 
that the nation will wake up and find God again. 

9) Gideon was initially a professed coward (Judges 6:15).  He went on 
to become “a mighty man of valour”.  The spirit of God is speaking 
to Gideons now. 

 

Questions of Application 

1) Has God’s word provided comfort to you at a time of particular 
trouble or difficulty? 

2) What part does reading the Bible have in your daily life? 

3) “Good morning, Lord.  What can we do together today?”  What can 
we do, as individuals and as a Church? 

4) How can we be better witnesses to a world which is forgetting about 
God? 

5) Do you need God’s Spirit to give you the courage to “be a Gideon”?  
Are there things you would like others in the group to pray for, for 
you? 


