
Cell Notes – 24th June 2012 
Ice Breaker 
What is the most exciting news you have ever received? 

 

Theme 
Comfort for God’s People 

Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11. 

 

Sermon Outline 

• Isaiah is an imaginative book.  A vision, against the backdrop of 
Judah’s ups and downs in its relationship with God, and with the 
surrounding imperial powers. 

• Relationship with God and experience of the world around are seen 
as closely intertwined. 

• An attempt to perceive the divine in the apparently autonomous 
events occurring around them.  An expression of powerlessness – is 
anyone in control? 

• 150 year gap between chapters 39 and 40.  First half of book 
recounts judgement and exile; second half healing and home-
coming. 

• When all seems lost, Yahweh breaks the silence.  An unanticipated 
and unimaginable set of new possibilities is revealed. 

• The passage presents a vision, a metaphor of a heavenly council, 
different voices in a drama.  Written in Babylon, at the time Cyrus 
of Persia sacked Babylon and allowed the Jews to go home. 

• For 2½ millennia, Jews and Christians have rehearsed this story, 
looking to find hope in darkness, to make sense of past events. 

• Good news – God is here.  God is present and active.  See the 
divine amongst tragic and apparently immutable circumstances. 

• Fruition in the coming of Jesus.  This passage is used in all four 
Gospels in the introduction of the work of John the Baptist.  In 
Jesus, we can go home; he brings the end of bad times, the coming 
of repentance, forgiveness and justice. 

• The sermon concluded with meditation (see below). 

 

Questions of Application 
1) Are there areas where you feel powerless, and wonder if anyone is 

in control? 

2) Can you see that God is present and active in today’s world? 

3) What does “going home” in Jesus mean for us? 

4) How can you “prepare the way” for Jesus – what needs levelling or 
raising up in your life? 

Spend some time reading slowly and meditating on the following: 
Acknowledge our sense of dislocation and disillusionment.  Call to mind 
the heart’s bitter lament at God’s seeming absence and abandonment. 
Into this, proclaim our confidence that God is here, our anticipation of 
transformation.  Comfort.  Good news.  God is here in the silence, 
speaking tenderly.  The time of being trapped by the consequences of 
your bad choices is over.  God is strong, strong enough to free you.  He 
will be gentle.  Step into the promise of good news, that God is here.  
You are invited into mystery more real than your reality. 
God is preparing a path.  You are going home. 
 

Witness 
Talk through the plans for Prayer Walking next week.  Consider the 
most appropriate way for your group to use the ideas provided. 


