
Cell Notes 27th May 2012 
Ice Breaker 
When were you last involved with examinations (taken by yourself or 
someone else)?  Was it stressful? 

 

Theme 
Pentecost – the gift of the Holy Spirit 

Readings: John 14:15-29.  Acts 2:1-21. 

 

Sermon Outline 
Neil associates this time of year with exams and tests – his own, and 
preparing students to face tests on their own.  The usual reaction 
afterwards is to talk of what they couldn’t do. We may also feel 
inadequate in response to the reading from Acts. 

The reading from John: 
• Jesus prepares his disciples for the time when he will not be with 

them.  They will face tests of their faith. 

• “Leave you but remain with you” How?  The Holy Spirit will come. 

• Pentecost – The Holy Spirit was poured out on all believers, not just 
the disciples. 

• v. 18 will not leave us as orphans – God has not left us alone to face 
the tests. 

• vv. 23, 26 Counsellor, Advocate or Encourager – A fantastic 
promise!  His Spirit is with us, in all our challenges. 

• The Holy Spirit helps when we read the Bible, plants truth, 
convinces us of God’s will, reminds us when we stray. 

• The Spirit brings deep & lasting peace instead of internal conflict. 

• Why do we need to ask God, if He really lives within us?  By 
asking, we show trust in God’s provision rather than in ourselves.  
The Holy Spirit pleads for us when we do not know what to pray 
(Romans 8:26). 

Reading from Acts: 
• The Holy Spirit is also given to help us spread the good news about 

Jesus. 

• A roaring, mighty wind and tongues of fire – heard & seen by 
others. 

• When reading book of Acts, often feel “I wish I could do that”.  
Acts 4:8. 7:55, 11:24, 13:9 give the key – “full of the Holy Spirit”.  
Whenever we are challenged, the Spirit is there, making a 
difference which can be seen by others, enabling us to bring glory 
to the Father. 

• Witness of Fabrice Mwamba’s father – thousands of people made to 
think about God and prayer. 

• We all have different gifts, meet different people.  There is a unique 
God-plan for us.  We won’t face tests alone.  Trusting in the power 
of the Holy Spirit is the means to overcome our feelings of 
inadequacy. 

 

Questions of Application 
1) Do you know that the Holy Spirit is with you, empowering you? 

2) Do you know deep and lasting peace?  Are there ways we can help 
each other achieve this? 

3) How can we better rely on the Holy Spirit to enable us to spread the 
good news of Jesus? 

4) Read Ps. 139, and meditate on God’s presence with us wherever we 
are. 


