
CELL NOTES    29-9-13 
 

ICEBREAKER: Share an example of an authority figure in 
your life who had a positive influence on you. 
 
READING:1 Peter 2:13-25 
 
SERMON OUTLINE 

1. Roman authorities were feeling threatened by the 
emergence of Christian believers. Peter wrote to 
encourage Christians to demonstrate that they were law 
abiding citizens. 

2. Jesus demonstrated his authority by being submissive 
and choosing to go to the cross. He demonstrated his 
love, set us free from sin and paid for our forgiveness.  

3. Do we really grasp what it means to be forgiven?  We 
have filters which can prevent us realising that we are 
free. Our experience of authority can work as a filter 
and cloud our response eg: impatient teacher, culture 
where it is not o.k. to make mistakes, or we are only 
valued when we are doing something useful, or 
someone’s meanness affects the way we ask for things.  

4. God loves me because he loves me because he loves me! 
At Jesus’ baptism God expressed his approval before his 
work had even begun. 

5. We need to go through the process of unblocking these 
filters to enable us to grasp this. Helpful things include 
talking to someone else, asking the Holy Spirit to for 
reveal stuff to us, prayer ministry, use of declarations of 
truth. Ben’s story of young man living with guilt. 

6. We need to model Godly authority. We are 
representatives of Christ – Jesus with skin on – to 
believers and unbelievers.  

7. We all have some authority/influence. How do we use 
it? How do people experience God through us? 

8. Example of young man at New Wine whose experience 
of a caring Christian teacher when his father died meant 
he felt able to try going to church years later and 
eventually whole family became Christians. 

 
QUESTIONS 

1. Does point 3 ring a bell with you? Which of the 
examples can you relate to? 

2. What do you find helps you realise how much God loves 
you? Which of Ben’s suggestions for unblocking filters 
have you tried? 

3. What practical examples can you think of where you 
have been or seen someone else be “Jesus with skin on”? 

4. Where will you be exercising authority or influence this 
week? How can the cell support you in this? 

 


