
Sermon Notes 6.12.15
Reading - Micah 4:1-4; 5:2-4; 7:7
Welcome - Does waiting begin to make you feel impatient? Under what circumstances might
this happen?
Sermon Points. Micah 4 and 5
Advent is a time of waiting. Some are not good at waiting -Paul in slow traffic/supermarket
queue. Sometimes the waiting is worse than the knowing- doctor's appointments, results etc.
The reading describes Old Testament waiting .700 years BC the prophecy told of Gods
worldwide rule, Gods Shalom, God's anointed King but none of this happened. 100 years after
Micah Jerusalem was overrun, Gods people were in exile, there was no Davidic king, the temple
wasn't as impressive as the old one. Life was made difficult, first by the Greeks, then the
Romans. The people had been waiting a long time for "Shalom" The OT is full of waiting,
Abraham for a son, for a country never possessed, many prophecies to be fulfilled.
Micah summed up the need for Gods people to wait "I watch in hope for the Lord, I wait for God
my Saviour".
When Jesus was born, many prophecies were fulfilled: born in Bethlehem, the anointed King,
Peace on Earth and Gods kingdom here, BUT waiting is still a NT theme.
Jesus himself said "The Kingdom of God is near" "My Peace I give you" and early Christians
declared "Jesus is Lord"
But Jesus returned to heaven and was still not acknowledged as reigning, Christians were still
persecuted, the background was still dark and people still needed to wait and look to a promised
future when Jesus returns and the kingdom is fulfilled. Still people are groaning because we are
living in a broken world, longing for a new heaven and earth. This theme is a thread through the
NT letters (Romans 8:25, Hebrews 9:28, 1 Corinthians 1:7, 1Thessalonians 1:9-10,
Titus2:11-13) All speak of the need to wait, waiting is basic to being a follower of Jesus. Advent
is more about waiting for Jesus â€˜return than for Christmas.
Our experiences of waiting may be smaller but also difficult and confusing, especially if we are
waiting for something we believe is God's will for us, or we are longing for shalom for all.
However waiting is essential as it gives us an opportunity to grow and allows us to test our
deepest beliefs and desires and motivations. Waiting reminds us that God is in control, that
our desires are dependent on other people or circumstances and on God for their
fulfilment. This needs trust. (David Runcorn) .Sometimes we need to act but we cannot work
hard to bring about what is needed, we must wait for God. Sometimes the waiting brings about
God's purposes.
Jesus waited, to be born, to begin his ministry, in Gethsemane, on the cross and in the tomb. As
a result, Gods purpose was brought about perfectly.
We can often find our satisfaction in our activity, especially when we are successful, but waiting
helps us to find our satisfaction in God. God is with us when we wait and he loves us just as
much when we wait as when we are active. Waiting is sometimes the only way God can get us
to focus our attention on Him.
Prophetic words. Come, Rest Wait.
"I watch in hope for the Lord, I wait for God my Saviour" (Micah 7:7)

Questions.
1. When it is hard to wait, what helps you to focus?
2. Do you have examples from your own experience of waiting on God?
3. How can we reconcile our broken world and Gods promises, especially when non-Christians
challenge us?
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