
Small Group Notes – 10th July 2016 
 
Ice Breaker (optional) 

How do you prefer to find your way, SatNav or map (and compass)? 

 
Theme:  Ethics on the Frontline 

 
Readings: Mark 2:23-3:6 

 
Sermon Outline 

How do we decide what is right to do?  Not major decisions but 
everyday dilemmas.  Examples: “cash or cheque?”, gifts from reps, one 
bedroom or two when unmarried couple visits, approach to job 
interview when you know one of candidates, … 

Three approaches to ethics – each has merit and biblical support: 

1) “Right is right & wrong is wrong” (Deontological  ethics) 

Positives: Based on commands in the Bible, reflecting God’s 
unchanging character. 

Limitations : Not every contemporary dilemma is covered by “rules” 
(e.g. stem cell research); sometimes two rules conflict (should I lie to a 
potential murderer?).  Bible reading above illustrates this limitation. 

2) “Where will each choice lead?” (Consequentialist or utilitarian 
ethics) 

The most common way today of making decisions. 

Positives: Bible idea of Wisdom includes considering consequences. 

Limitations : How do we measure the “best” outcome?  Maximise 
human happiness?  Implies benefit for society outweighs that for 
individuals – individual human rights aren’t considered.  We cannot 
always predict the outcomes. 

3) “The choice I make depends on the kind of person I am” (Virtue 
ethics) 

Develop the right kind of character to make correct decisions. 

Positives: Bible emphasis on character, becoming Christ-like, Fruit of 
the Spirit. 

Limitations : We easily deceive ourselves and our motives are 
complex.  Objective criteria are needed. 

Conclusion 

Life is complicated.  We must accept we haven’t got everything sorted.  
Christians won’t always agree.  We must be open to grow to be more 
like Jesus.  Don’t judge others who make different decisions. 

We need all three approaches.  We need to know the Biblical 
principles.  We need each other’s help & wisdom – Church/small 
groups can be effective in extending kingdom values. 

 

Questions of Application 

1) How do you believe you make decisions on matters of ethics? 

2) Are there examples of difficult decisions that you have had to 
make that you are willing to share?  What guided you then? 

3) If someone makes a decision which you think is wrong, how do 
you react?  Argue with them, explain your point of view, or leave 
it to them as it is their decision? 

4) When Christians disagree publicly on a matter of ethics, does that 
weaken our witness or show that we are honestly engaged with the 
realities of God’s world? 

5) How, practically, can Church and Small Groups help us in 
decision making?  Can we help each other more? 


