
Small Group Notes. 11.12.16 

Who do you say I am? 

Reading: Mark 11:2-11 

Welcome:  Are you by nature a trusting person or are you sceptical ? 

Sermon Outline. 

John the Baptist is the Patron Saint of spiritual joy but in this passage he is beginning to have 

some doubts about whether Jesus really is the Messiah. John had spent all his time announcing 

the coming of Jesus but now he can’t continue this work, which leads him to send the disciples to 

question Jesus and ask if he should be looking for someone else. 

Rather than challenging him Jesus replies that John should look at what Jesus has been doing, 

healing the sick, forgiving sins, restoring sight to the blind, raising the dead and then he should 

decide if Jesus is really the Messiah. 

If Jesus had rescued John from prison, then it would have been easy for John to say that Jesus 

was the Messiah. It is much easier to do this when things are going well, much harder when there 

is no prospect of rescue. John’s life was one of challenge, he pulled no punches and publicly 

rebuked those whose lives he saw as sinful and was imprisoned for this. 

The same applies to us today. Look at the world, is Jesus the answer? We may have times when 

all is well in our lives but most of us have times when life is hard and our faith is tested.  It is o.k. to 

question but in order to come to a conclusion we must look at what Jesus has done and then 

decide. 

Advent heightens the message of the coming Messiah. If Jesus was not the Messiah then it is 

pointless, but if He is we need to tell the world. John chose to live his life in the light of knowing 

Jesus as Messiah. Whether we are on top of the mountain and full of joy or in the pit of despair, 

knowing Jesus as Messiah changes everything. Who do we say He is ? 

 

Questions of Application 

1. Who or what was it that made you recognise who Jesus is? 

2. When life is hard, how do you recognise Jesus? 

3. John was telling others the good news about Jesus. How do you tell others who Jesus is? 

 


