
17-1-16 

Theme: Spiritual Spring Cleaning 

 

Reading: Mark 11:12-19 

Sermon: 

• Looking at renewal at a personal and societal level, e.g. refugee 

crisis, global violence, climate change, poverty. 

• The temple was an economic, political and religious necessity. It 

should have been “a house of prayer for all nations” Isaiah 56:7. 

Jesus took action against things that should have been simple and 

accessible. 

• Life at its best is a meeting place between God and man and a 

means of peace for us and a means of peace and justice for our 

world. Daring to believe that God and life in all its fullness is 

available to everyone. 

• Paul’s ethic is to choose life. Some things, from tiniest to biggest 

thoughts and actions, bring light and are life-giving. Some are the 

opposite, bringing hurt and darkness e.g. angry words, proud 

words. 

• Our job is not to make grand plans but in the moment to discern 

what is life-bringing at home, at work etc. 

• Simple? No! Like Paul, the good that I want to do, I don’t and the 

bad that I don’t want to do I find myself doing. 

• Research about heart patients failing to change behaviour which 

could have been life- saving. Why? Don’t know! 

• We need to be honest with ourselves. Choosing life isn’t easy. 

• We need help, to know that God understands the struggle because 

he took on flesh and has been there and will accompany us on the 

journey. 

• Isaiah 56:1-3.  

 

Questions: 

1. What was happening in the temple to make Jesus so angry? 

What can we learn from this today? 

2. Think of some examples of choosing light or choosing life in 

everyday situations and the effect that has had. How can we 

discern what is life- bringing? 

3. Do you identify with Paul’s experience of doing the opposite to 

what you should? What helps you when this happens? 

4. Are there any areas where you can take action to “love justice, 

seek mercy, walk humbly”? 

 

 


