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ICEBREAKER: When you were a child did your parents expect you to do any 

jobs? 

READING: Matthew 21:28-32 

Context: 

• Jesus had entered Jerusalem riding a donkey 

• He cleared the temple of money changers etc. and then healed the 

blind and lame who came to him. 

• Imagine being one of the chief priests or teachers of the law. He 

acted as if He owned the place! 

• It was recognised that Jesus had authority, but did it come from 

God or from the devil or from humans? 

• The chief priests were trapped when Jesus responded to their 

question with a question about John the Baptist. They were afraid 

to answer so didn’t get a direct answer from Jesus. 

The Parable of the Two Sons 

• 2 Samuel 12:1-7 tells a similar story that has a sting in the tail. 

• Jesus associated the chief priests and teachers with the second son 

and the prostitutes etc. with the first. 

• He challenged them – they still hadn’t changed their minds and 

repented. 

• His emphasis was on obeying and acting on God’s will, not just 

talking about it. 

We are left with a challenge 

a) To the church as a whole – are we open to what God is doing in the 

world around us or more concerned about our buildings and tradition? 

b) As individuals – which son would we be? A bit of both? Can we say the 

right things but not act? 

Tom Wright asks- What should followers of Jesus be doing today that 

makes people say, “What right have you to be doing that?” and we can 

respond with a story about Jesus. 

We could be left feeling hopeless and unable to change, but in the parable 

of the Prodigal Son Jesus reminds us that it is never too late to turn to God 

and be welcomed. 

 

QUESTIONS 

1. Which son do you identify with? 

2. How open are we at All Saints to what God is doing in the world around 

us and are there times when we are more concerned with buildings and 

traditions? Try to think of specific examples. 

3. What is your response to Tom Wright’s question? 

4.  Are there situations you know of where you would love to see Jesus 

come and do the equivalent of overturning the tables of the people in the 

temple? Perhaps the group could pray about them. 


