
Small Group Notes – 25th October 2015 
 
Ice Breaker (optional) 

Have you ever talked about God or religion to a believer of another 
faith (Jew, Muslim, …)? 

 
Theme:  Do all religions lead to God? 

 
Readings: Romans 2:12-16;  Romans 4:1-5. 

 
Sermon Outline 

Intro: To help us in conversations when people ask about our faith  
 (1 Pet 3:15) 

 It’s an obvious question  –  worldwide media & followers of 
other faiths in UK  

 To suggest answer is ‘no’ leads to ‘narrow-minded, bigot, 
fundamentalist’ but…. 

Clear away the Rubble so we can start to build an answer.  People 
say:- 

1. ‘This (multi-faith society) is a new situation’ -  Not true; there 
have been multi-faith societies in other places & in other periods in 
history including NT times 

2. ‘All religions basically same’ – Not true: a religion has at least 3 
aspects: 

• Ethics – often similar in different religions   
            e.g. tell truth, murder, stealing, adultery; 

• Spirituality – some things in common (can learn from followers 
of other faiths); 

• Beliefs – religions differ about essentials 
 e.g. God, Humans, How to be right with God. 

Four Foundation Stones for our thinking: 

1. God is just (Rom 2:12-16 reading; also Jesus words Matt 11:20-
22) 

2. Humans are in God’s image but have rebelled (Romans 3:23) 
3. Jesus is unique (John 14:6; Acts 4:12) 
4. We are told to spread the good news (Matt 28:19-20) 

Our ‘building’ must fit on all four foundations 

Three Features of the ‘Building’ (i.e. our thinking about this subject) 

1. No Religion leads to God – grace & mercy are our only hope 
(Rom 3:24) 

2. What about those who haven’t heard of Jesus? The Abraham 
clue (Romans 4:1-5 reading):  Abraham was put right by God’s 
grace (through Christ’s death, although Abraham hadn’t heard 
of Christ) because he responded to God’s mercy as he 
understood it = hint about others who’ve not heard of Christ? 
But don’t use as excuse not to tell people! 

3. If there had been a less costly way than the cross……… 
 

Questions of Application 

1) Do you feel you have more in common with followers of other 
faiths or non-believers who share our western culture? 

2) How would you personally respond to someone who said “all 
religions are the same”? 

3) If someone said to you “Jesus was just a prophet”, how would you 
answer? 

4) How can we ensure we are not so busy following religion that 
we’ve forgotten the basis of it all? 


