
29-11-15 Advent Sunday 

Icebreaker: Share one thing that has encouraged you in the last 

week. 

Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 

Theme: The Sheep and the Goats 

Sermon outline: 

• Advent is a season for reflection, prayer and fasting to 

look to the time when Jesus will return in triumph and as 

Judge. 

• Jesus warns his followers about complacency. 

• It is not easy to tell the difference between sheep and 

goats. In this story it is more about what the goats have 

not done than what they have done wrong. 

• If we have a saving faith we know we have God’s 

forgiveness because of Jesus’ death on the cross for us 

but if we concentrate only on God’s forgiveness we forget 

that we also receive God’s holiness which will show in the 

way we love others. 

• Reading this story we could worry about what we have 

done. Is it enough? The “sheep” didn’t keep track of what 

they had done and had to ask, “When did we….. ?” 

• A Christian is someone who is in Christ. We need to spend 

more time with him in prayer, asking him to exchange our 

life for his life in us. 

• What separates sheep from goats is their fruit. We need 

to be transformed by the Holy Spirit. 

• The fruit of sheep is wool. Witness Of Overwhelming 

Love! 

 

Questions 

1. What is your reaction to the story of the sheep and the 

goats? Was there something in the sermon that helped 

you? 

2. Look at the six areas Jesus mentions. Where do you find 

yourself serving most naturally and where do you have 

the most trouble reaching out? 

3. The next few weeks could be some of the busiest in the 

year. Share some practical ways of using the season of 

advent to prepare for Christmas and to look to Jesus’ 

return. 

4. Where might you be able to be a Witness Of 

Overwhelming Love”? How? 

O Lord our God, 

Make us watchful and keep us faithful 

As we await the coming of your Son our Lord 

That, when he shall appear, 

He may not find us sleeping in sin  

But active in his service and joyful in his praise; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


