
31-1-16 Signs of the Times 

ICEBREAKER (optional): What are your priorities this week? 

READING: Mark 13:1-37 

SERMON: 

What is Jesus talking about? V.2 sounds as if he is prophesying the 

destruction of the temple in Jerusalem and this happened in AD 70, 

whereas v.26 sounds as if he is prophesying the end of the world. 

It helps to try and understand how prophesy works. 

 Illustration of someone viewing a distant peak. He can see it but can’t see 

the troughs and peaks along the way. A prophesy can have different 

fulfilments at different times e.g. Mark 13:24, also Isaiah 13:10 – God’s 

judgement on Babylon and Isaiah 34:4 –God’s judgement on Edom. 

Was Jesus mistaken when he said (v.30)”This generation will not pass 

away….)”? It depends on the meaning of the word generation. It could 

mean human race or Christian believers. 

The signs of the times are continuing and we are in the last days. Is this the 

end? We don’t know. Only God knows. 

Positive things from this reading: 

1. Don’t be too attached to building. Paul’s experience of time in 

Sudan preparing Christians for troubled times to come. 

2. Don’t be surprised by: 

 Natural disasters. The Bible is realistic about them. 

Human viciousness. The line between good and evil runs down the 

middle of each one of us. It is not just a small group of really evil 

people. Human nature needs to change from the inside and the 

Holy Spirit can do this. 

3. There will be an end, a new heaven and a new earth…..Rev 22. 

4. Keep watch. Be ready. This is supposed to motivate us and set our 

priorities.  

 

 QUESTIONS: 

1. What did you find most helpful/challenging about this sermon? 

2. Which signs of the times are you most aware of? How do you react 

to them? 

3. How might reading this passage make a difference to our lives this 

week? 

4. Can we do church without a building? Imagine what we might do if 

we were forced into the situation faced by many Christians around 

the world.  


