
Small Group Notes – 24th May 2015 
 
Theme:  Pentecost 

 
Readings: Acts 1:4 – 8 & 2:1 – 15. 

 
Sermon Outline 

Though Claire admitted to frequent frustration with the Church of 
England, she found one of its joys was the pattern of the church seasons 
– the liturgical year.  This brings preparation, anticipation, thankfulness 
and celebration.  After Lent, Easter and Ascension, we have arrived at 
Pentecost, the celebration of the gift of the Holy Spirit and traditionally 
the birthday of the church. 

• In the Jewish calendar, Pentecost was the second of the first-fruit 
festivals, celebrating the wheat harvest.  It is 50 days after Passover.  
There was an expectation that if you could get to Jerusalem for the 
festival, you did.  The city would have been even busier than at 
Passover, with people anticipating the celebration. 

• The disciples and Jesus’ other followers were also waiting.  They 
knew Jesus was alive, and were expectant – Jesus had promised the 
Holy Spirit in a few days.  They were all together in one place. 

• Michele Guinness’s book provides a plausible setting for a meeting 
of 120 where thousands of others would witness the events.  Good 
Jews would have met for the festival in the temple.  The traditional 
Pentecost readings start with the account in Deuteronomy of the 
giving of the Torah and God descends in flames of fire.  Then from 
Ezekiel, the prophet describes his vision of a fiery figure.  Fire is a 
sign of God’s presence – and suddenly flames appeared to hover 
over the heads of Jesus’ followers.  Then Ezekiel heard a roaring 
wind, as did the worshippers that day, before hearing the disciples 
worship in foreign languages. 

• There could have been no doubt that God was present.  How do we 
know God’s presence today?  How is he evident in our lives?  We 
don’t have tongues of fire on our heads, so what makes us different?  
The power of the Holy Spirit.  This enabled ordinary, uneducated 
men to speak fluently with foreign visitors.  Through the disciples, 
God’s power changed the world for ever. 

• How important is the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives?  Jesus 
promised his disciples would have power, not only to do the 
miraculous but to bear witness.  That power is available to us all.  
At Pentecost, the first sermon was preached by an uneducated 
fisherman – you don’t need a brilliant education to be a witness for 
Christ.  God’s power is made perfect in weakness.  God’s power 
that raised Jesus from the dead changes the world, and changes us. 

 

Questions of Application 

1) How do we know God is present with us today? 

2) Can others see that we are different? 

3) Do you recognise the importance of the power of the Holy Spirit in 
your daily living? 

4) How can the Holy Spirit enable you to be a better witness on your 
front-line? 


