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Dear praying friends,

h dear | can feel it coming... I'm actually going to say it...
“Christmas” ...ooh, there, | did it. Sorry! | am thinking about what Christmas has
become, how, and why we have developed this love-hate relationship with the
most secular of our Christian celebrations.

n Bosnia, Christmas is as far over the horizon as ever while our friends in the UK and US have been subject
to trees and music for quite some time now (some since the beginning of September!). As believers we
dislike the commercialism and encouragement of material greed, yet we too often get caught up in the
buying of things. But it's not believers I'm thinking of as | write this; people who are not followers of Christ
love Christmas and love being included in both the giving and the receiving of gifts! What is so attractive
about this?

y theory is that everyone, believer or not, has a built-in (albeit subconscious) concept of grace. Grace is
more than “not being treated in the manner we deserve”, it is “being treated as we have not deserved”.
The time of year comes around when people are culturally free from the bindings of expectation; they can
give purely because it's Christmas and they don’t expect payback or a gift in return. This is grace in practice,
it's incredibly liberating, it's really difficult to work out whether the giver or the recipient enjoys the experience
more.

he question is: what happens to that grace for the rest of the year? For many it may
well lie dormant till next year, but others get a taste for it. Generous giving can become
almost addictive, not the giving itself but the joy that comes from it, adding balance to all
the necessary taking we do in our lives.

In 2 Corinthians Paul talks of “cheerful giving” as a “work of graciousness” the Greek for
“cheerful” being the root of the English word “hilarious”. Do we give with hilarity at any
time other than Christmas? Paul then goes on to say how he was surprised by what the
Corinthians gave: “firstly themselves to the Lord".

e need to tell you all about our dependence on peoples’ giving to support our life and work here, (and we
do have some specific requests), however we won't mention them here as we don’t want to spoil the
message of this pre-Christmas thought by making people think that we have said it to get money. Giving
should always be because of grace not obligation or guilt. Grace flows from the Lord to us and from us to
one another. 2 Cor 8:9 says “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, for
your sakes he became poor, that you through his poverty might be rich.” It is not through obligation or
responsibility but only grace is mentioned as Jesus is born poor, pierced on the cross and says “forgive
them”. When we Grace-give we model Jesus’ life and ministry.

n our lives and ministries here things have got a little quieter as the last of the teams returned home on the
11"™ November. Trev has now set into getting the team’s IT systems back up and running: The network had
been down since just before the IT administrator, Travis, left in September 2008! r

eah has made a couple of new contacts; two sisters one of whom is a young mum
with a baby of nine months. She hopes to maintain and build this relationship both
for her sake and for Chloe’s.

hloe continues to grow well and is making friends of everyone she meets, she has
a winning smile and a peaceful demeanour (at least in public anyway), she is very close to walking and is
very talkative in her own little way. She had a very enjoyable birthday and a mini party with some missionary
friends. Here are some high lights:




Thanks: Please pray:
For the workers on the Doulos as it ceases ministry For the new team members that will join us in January

For so many short term teams  this summer For the new team members that have settled in well
That Chloe continues to grow and develop For Leah & Chloe and their new friends

That God is bringing more workers to his fields For Sandra who has returned to Germany

For all those who support us in a variety of ways For Trev as he juggles several different roles

For all the new contacts from summer outreach For the OM team here as we follow up with new contacts
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