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Greetings to all;

o those who have been with us from the start of this incredible journey and to those who have joined us
along the way. You are a blessing and an encouragement to us.

ell, it seems like it has been a long time since we talked about why we came here to Bosnia and
Herzegovina (BiH). Even we ourselves can take it for granted that we are missionaries in this place just
because we are. If | could sum up the book of Deuteronomy in one word it would be “remember”. We should
remember what the Lord told us, how He has provided for us and blessed us along the way. And so, we will
take a fair portion of this news/prayer letter to go back over what we are doing here and why.

hy are we here? Apart from the relatively obvious answer which stands on the great commission (Matt
28:19-20), God spoke very clearly to us about who we were to be and what we were to do: He was calling
us, not to a particular ministry or people but firstly to Himself. This seems obvious but it was key because it
built in us a desire to serve His desires and not people’s.

S we were praying about where to go and what to do we were given 3 clear criteria which helped us
choose a place to start.

We would spend the rest of our lives on the mission, not a lifetime on a particular field,
but a lifestyle that reaches beyond our borders for the Lord.

We would work in an area where there is little or no Christian witness.

We would stay in one place long enough to become a trusted face in the community

dded to this, when we heard about OM’s mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), we heard very strong
confirmation that we would be directly involved in the planting of house churches.

or three and a half years we have been ministering to Bosnians, Serbs and Croats living in this divided city
of Sarajevo in a divided and unbalanced country. Our team runs programs for teaching various skills,
translates evangelistic literature, and works one-on-one with local people in evangelism and local believers
in discipleship with a vision to planting house churches in Dobrinja, the suburb of Sarajevo where we are
based. There is also a massive legal and financial task of maintaining a basis for
all of our team members’ visas; for this purpose the team registered itself as a
X “Citizen's Association”. Leah is a part of the administrative side of the team which
ﬁ" includes roles in both finance as a bookkeeper for the Sarajevo team and in
9 ‘ graphic design for OM BiH as a whole. Trev is involved with coordinating
i i T V'S Evangelism and Outreach efforts. As a Sarajevo team, we host weekly Tuesday
“' morning prayer meetings and a bi-weekly worship and praise night for the local
believers. This one of the few places where we see a healthy mix of people from each of the major religious
backgrounds. More and more we feel that our role is to be found in evangelism and discipleship, meeting
one on one or as a family group with Bosnians and living the Lord together.

ow for some follow up: Near the beginning of our time here | wrote about a
gypsy man , Samir, with whom | was working and who had come to know the
Lord. In summary of the past and current situation, he had to return to Serbia
because of legal issues to do with his visa. Those issues are now, on the whole,
resolved. He had a short time of backsliding while in Serbia, but has returned to
Bosnia (legally this time) full of passion for learning about the Lord with a view to )
sharing his faith with others. He is already active in sharing his faith, but this is based on limited Biblical
knowledge. | am now working with him in a twofold manner: to build up his Bible knowledge and
understanding of the character of God (he still relies on a lot of folk-Islamic wisdom to tell him about God).
We have begun to meet together on a weekly basis to study the Bible. The second thing we are doing




together is to work on building his dignity. | am involving him in reaching out to the people | would normally
reach out to on my own. Together we are talking with people, listening to them and praying for them.
Together we are asking people what we can do to help them other than provide money. Through this, Samir
Is seeing that God loves even these people who do not know Him. Samir is seeing how God uses his hands
to bless and serve people (this is normally considered to be the pastor’s job). He is learning that even He
who has little to offer in the way of finances can be a great help towards changing people’s lives for the
better, even changing social structure.
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t the end of April, | (Trev) went with most of the male OM team members and several Bosnians, including
Samir, to a men's conference in Zagreb, Croatia called “Your brother’s keeper”. This is the first time that a
conference of this nature has taken place in the Balkan Region. There was a 50% cancellation rate yet the
conference was still attended by over 350 men from all over the Balkan peninsula. For me it was a very
fulfilling time in many respects: It was very encouraging to see that there are mature believers in Serbia and
in Croatia who are crying out to the Lord for their brothers in B&H and making leaps and bounds towards
much needed reconciliation. It was also great to spend loads of time with young-in-faith believers specifically
to build them up and speak God’s word into their lives. It was great to see them experience the heart-felt
good intentions of believers from their bordering countries (former enemies who are largely still at the front of
people’s minds here).

hank you for continuing to be faithful in holding us up in prayer and reading our news and requests.
God is faithful in more ways than we could ever imagine or dream of.

on't forget to take a few minutes each Friday to pray for the work here. When you pray, stuff happens!

f you have any questions, we would love to hear from you!

Thanks: Please pray:

~ For Samir and his thirst for the Lord ~ For Trev & Samir as they study the Word together

~ That Trev was so blessed by the men's conference ~ Every Friday for House Church Planting in Dobrinja

~ For all those who support us in a variety of ways ~ For OM BiH as we are on team retreat 22-26 May

~ That Chloe continues to grow and develop ~ For the continuing work here in BiH

~ That the Lord has called us to serve him here ~ For Leah as she balances team obligations with being a

wife and mother
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